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CertainTeed Ceilings Are a Hit at New Radio Studio

When an 1,800-square-foot area adjacent to its existing space became 
available, popular Philadelphia rock radio station WMMR 93.3 FM 
jumped on it.

Occupying about 40,000 square feet of space (along with its sister 
stations) on the third and fourth floors of a six-floor office building, 
WMMR wanted to build an additional studio near the control room 
for the use of its popular morning program, the Preston & Steve 
Show. The show often features live, on-air performances from rock 
bands passing through Philadelphia. In the past, musicians appearing 
on the show had very limited space, crowding into a much smaller 
control room with the on-air personalities, and consequently could not 
perform with their full range of instruments and amplification. 

“We never had a good way of getting a live performance from a full 
band on air,” says Larry Paulausky, Chief Engineer for the Greater 
Philadelphia Market Cluster of Greater Media, Inc., WMMR’s parent 
company. “We always ended up sticking a couple of the band members 
in a corner and hoping that we got a good sound. So, we were excited 
when the new space for a larger on-air studio became available.”

Close attention to acoustics is typically a part of any music performance 
studio design, but it took on added importance at WMMR. In addition 
to wanting a rich acoustic response from the room, the station needed 
to acoustically isolate the studio so as not to disturb its sister stations, 
which occupy office and studio space above, below and beside WMMR. 
To address this acoustic challenge, Greater Media called on a design 
team it had worked with on many previous projects — Paul M. Elia, 
AIA, Principal of Elia Architecture and Interiors, LLC, and acoustical 
consultant Kevin Miller, President of Miller, Beam & Paganelli, of 
Washington, D.C. WMMR requested “bright acoustics,” a design 
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fiber ceiling panel, Adagio offered the same 
acoustic control as the “sandwich” panels, 
but instead of two pieces, Adagio is a single 
piece — a true composite panel. This one-
piece construction helps make installation 
much easier and allows for greater ease of 
access to the plenum.

“Given the fact that the Adagio product is 
a composite ceiling panel, if you remove it 
for access to the ceiling plenum, you can 
easily return it to the original spot,” Elia says. 
“When you fabricate your own composite 
panel by sandwiching fiberglass and mineral 
fiber panels together, it makes for a more 
complicated installation and a less than 
optimal situation when a need to access the 
plenum arises. The Adagio ceiling panels 
provided a welcome alternative to that.”

In addition to its ease of installation, Adagio 
delivers a unique acoustical combination 
of CAC and NRC: the mineral fiber layer 
provides a high CAC (Ceiling Attenuation 
Class) of 40 and the fiberglass layer provides 
a 0.95 NRC (Noise Reduction Coefficient). 
The result? Superior sound absorption and 
containment in one ceiling tile.

The team ordered about 1,700 square feet of 
the new 2-foot x 2-foot Adagio ceiling panels 
for the project. The Lakash crew, consisting 
of three to four workers, had the challenge 
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of working in a very small space with little 
extra room for any additional material. “I 
literally had to install the panels, one by one, 
as I installed the grid, and I sometimes had 
to take out sections of the grid to get where 
I needed,” says Vince Davidoski, foreman 
of the Lakash Constructors crew. “It was a 
really tight space.”

The installers pulled through, however, 
with no other major challenges. The studio 
was completed in less than four months, 
and the results speak for themselves. The 
space was tested with 105 decibels of noise 
directed at each surface in the room, and the 
materials exceeded expectations. The new 
studio went on the air May 2, 2008 and the 
Preston and Steve Show christened it with 
its first live music performance just a few 
days later. Providing a top-notch acoustical 
environment, the new studio is a hit with 
both the staff and station management — as 
well as its neighbors, who don’t hear a thing.
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concept Miller, Beam & Paganelli has 
developed that allows more reverberation in 
high frequencies and less reverberation in 
lower frequencies.

“Our bright acoustics design concept involves 
using the right building materials and the 
right finishes for the surfaces to tailor the 
room’s frequency curve and create a better-
quality, live music sound,” Miller says. 

Elia and Miller put their heads together  
along with Neil Dolinsky, Vice President  
of Philadelphia-area general contracting  
firm Lakash Constructors, Inc. Their  
efforts to formulate the best solution for  
the project resulted in an opportunity  
for CertainTeed Ceilings.

One of the most important acoustic focal 
points in the studio was the ceiling. For 
ceilings in radio stations, Miller and Elia had 
usually specified a two-piece “sandwich” 
panel, with a CertainTeed Ecophon® Focus™ 
fiberglass ceiling panel backed by a mineral 
fiber panel. The fiberglass portion absorbs 
sound and the mineral fiber portion contains 
it. This time, however, when Miller contacted 
CertainTeed’s local Architectural Sales 
Manager, Sherrie Stewart, about the project, 
she recommended the company’s newest 
ceiling panel — a product called Adagio®. 
A 2-inch-thick composite fiberglass/mineral 
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