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November 7, 2008

CertainTeed Gypsum Announces Suspension of Wallboard Production at its Jacksonville, Fla., Facility

(Valley Forge, Pa.) – Citing the ongoing decline in new home construction starts in the southeastern United States, and resulting decrease in demand for wallboard, CertainTeed Gypsum announced today that production will be suspended at its gypsum wallboard production plant in Jacksonville, Fla., on January 7, 2009.

Approximately 54 local employees will be impacted.  The plant produces gypsum wallboard, more commonly referred to as drywall, which is used in residential and commercial construction.

“It is always a very difficult decision to cease operations,” says John Donaldson, President of CertainTeed Gypsum. “The employees at the Jacksonville plant have demonstrated an absolute commitment to safety, quality, customer service and teamwork and this closing in no way reflects their hard work and dedication to our business.  But unfortunately, customer demand has dropped to such a low level that we simply cannot continue to manufacture at the present time.”

The plant will begin winding down production on November 14.  The company hopes to restart wallboard production when the housing market rebounds.

“I know this suspension will have a significant impact on our employees, their families and the Jacksonville community,” continues Donaldson. “We are committed to providing those who will be leaving the Jacksonville plant with the resources they need to identify new opportunities in the local area and within CertainTeed. In addition we will help employees prepare resumes, enhance their interviewing skills, and provide moral support during this period.”

In addition to the Jacksonville facility, CertainTeed operates 21 gypsum wallboard, finishing and mining facilities throughout North America.
About CertainTeed

Through innovation and creative product design, CertainTeed has helped shape the building products industry for more than 100 years. Founded in 1904 as General Roofing Manufacturing Company, the firm made its slogan "Quality Made Certain, Satisfaction Guaranteed," which quickly inspired the name CertainTeed. Today, CertainTeed® is North America’s leading brand of exterior and interior building products, including roofing, siding, windows, fence, decking, railing, trim, foundations, pipe, insulation, gypsum, ceilings and access covers.

Headquartered in Valley Forge, Pa., CertainTeed and its affiliates have more than 7,000 employees and more than 70 manufacturing facilities throughout the United States and Canada. In 2008 the group will have sales of more than $3 billion. www.certainteed.com
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