
TMG Homes Goes for Green 

When Torrey Marks and Chadd Martin joined forces to 
create TMG Homes, their slogan was “Building a Better 
Home.” It is no surprise that they should have discovered 
and adopted the concept of green home building.  

Established in 2004, in Glenmoore, PA, a suburb of 
Philadelphia, TMG was surrounded by large, established 
builders such as Toll Brothers, Pulte and many long 
established local builders. As a young company, TMG was 
looking for a strategy to set them apart. Martin, Vice 

President of TMG, started researching the concept known as “green building” that 
emphasizes greater energy efficiency along with minimal environment impact. Martin knew 
that building an energy efficient, environmentally friendly home was the way to go for TMG. 
He joined the U.S Green Building Council and continued researching methods for green 
building.  

“The green roof concept was catching on and at the National Builders show in 2007, you 
could feel the way things were going,” said Martin. “All it meant for us was making a few 
changes. We were already committed to building a better house. This was a quantifiable 
way to say it was a better house.” 

TMG was using products in their building projects that were environmentally-friendly but 
Martin and Marks knew that the time was right to build a home that would showcase their 
company, take them through the certification process, and give them the opportunity to 
educate realtors, homeowners and buyers about the benefits of owning a green home. 

Before long, TMG Homes was selected to participate in a Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED™) pilot program. The guidelines for LEED certification are 
extensive and the project needs to be judged by an independent, third party inspector. Their 
project is a 4,100 square foot, 4 bedroom, and 3.5 bath Colonial home on 1.2 acres in 
Chester Springs, PA.  
 
“The biggest challenge is getting the subcontractors to buy in to this concept,” said Martin. 
“Building a LEED house is more management-intensive and the subs have to be willing to 
learn.” 

By using green products, TMG was able to cut down the amount of waste going into the 
landfill. Most of the waste was recycled and used for fertilizer. They reduced the waste for a 
recent project by one 30-yard Dumpster. 

 

The Value of Green 
According to Martin, green homes provide a 
healthier way of life. There are three key 
components to that healthier lifestyle: personal 
health, financial health and community health.  

Personal health relates to the air quality in the 
house. Air quality can be vastly improved by 
creating a “whole house recovery system” in the 
basement that recycles and filters the air. This is 
especially good for people concerned about 
asthma or allergies. 



Financial health requires some education for homeowners, according to Martin.  
“The cost of a house is not just the price up front. It’s what you pay over the life of a house,” 
said Martin. “If the house is energy efficient, over time you will pay less in utilities.”  

Community health is a commitment to being better stewards of our natural resources, both 
locally and globally. According the Martin, LEED-certified homes are more energy efficient, 
use non-toxic building materials, are water-smart, and respect the environment.  

From Vision to Reality 
While researching green products for this project, Martin came to the CertainTeed® 
website, having used these products in the past. “CertainTeed has one of the better sites for 
LEED information and support,” said Martin. “With this house, we had an idea in mind and 
when we were doing research, and we found a house on CertainTeed’s site that was 
exactly the color and style we were looking for.” The siding products they used included 
Cedar Impressions® Double 9” Staggered Rough-Split Shakes in Sable Brown with 
contrasting MainStreet™ Double 5” in Desert Tan, along with CertainTeed soffit and trim.  

CertainTeed vinyl and polymer sidings are manufactured responsibly. They are produced, 
shipped and installed using minimal resources, and because there is no need for painting 
and caulking, the environmental and economic impact throughout the life of the home is 
dramatically reduced.  

“Our concern is giving the consumer added value,” said Martin. “We want to position 
ourselves as THE green builder in the area and work on custom homes for people wanting 
a more efficient and environmentally-friendly home.” 

TMG Homes is starting to work on a custom home that they hope will be the second LEED-
certified home in Chester County.  

“It’s about education and the budget,” Martin added. “Where do you want to spend money 
and where do you want to save. Whether you look at the net cost vs. the lifetime cost.” 

 


