
 
TECHNICAL BULLETIN 

PACKING OUT TRIMBOARDS TO CREATE A J-POCKET 
 

When using a siding product with Restoration Millwork that requires a non-standard pocket depth or width, you may 
have to pack out trimboards to achieve your desired pocket size. (e.g. using Restoration Millwork with the CedarBoards 
insulated siding product requiring an 1-1/4” pocket height)  We recommend using a low-maintenance packing material 
like Restoration Millwork to avoid potential future decomposition.  To properly pack out Restoration Millwork trimboards 
please follow the instructions below: 
1. Determine the required pocket depth for expansion and contraction (e.g. CertainTeed 12’6” vinyl siding is 1”) 
2. Determine the required pocket height necessary to accommodate the butt edge of the siding being installed (e.g. 

Monogram is ¾”).  (NOTE: Often times the easiest way to make this determination is to refer to the manufacturer’s 
product guide showing the depths and widths of j-channel pockets.) 

3. To determine the thickness of the packing material required behind your trimboard to achieve desired pocket 
height, use the required pocket height measurement from step 2 above.  (e.g. If siding choice requires a 1-1/4” 
pocket height the packing material could be made from the Restoration Millwork CustomCraft Trimboard)  If you 
plan to use the j-pocket of a pre-routed trimboard or corner, deduct the height of the existing j-pocket from your 
desired pocket height measurement to determine the required packing material height. (e.g. If siding requires a 1-
1/4” pocket height and you are planning to use a 5/4” corner with j-pocket, you would also require a ¼” thick 
piece of packing material) 

4. Packing material has a minimum and maximum width based on the size of the covering trimboard being applied 
over it and the desired pocket depth necessary to accommodate the siding product. 
a. MINIMUM PACKING MATERIAL WIDTH: The minimum width of the packing material can be no less than 50% 

of the width of the covering trimboard. (e.g. when using a 4” trimboard the packing material must be no less 
than 2” wide) 

b. MAXIMUM PACKING MATERIAL WIDTH: The maximum width of the packing material can be no more than the 
width of the covering trimboard minus the desired pocket depth. (e.g. when using a 4” trimboard requiring a 
1” pocket depth the packing material must be no more than 3” wide) 

5. Apply packing material, then install covering trimboards over packing material.  Use appropriate length fasteners 
for both packing material and covering trimboards that allows the fastener to penetrate through the substrate and 
into a framing member a minimum of 1-1/2”.  
 

  Trimboard Example     Outside Corner Example 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on Restoration Millwork application please refer to document code no. RM003, Restoration Millwork Exterior 

Trim Installation Guidelines 
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