
 
TECHNICAL BULLETIN 

FIELD CUTTING A J-CHANNEL POCKET ON A TRIMBOARD OR CORNERPOST 
 

For a professional finish to your jobs you should plan to use pre-routed trimboards to receive siding products.  While 
CertainTeed provides a variety of sizes, occasionally you will need to create a j-pocket receiver in the field.  Using a 
table saw and a circular saw you can quickly and easily create the required pocket size: 
 
1. Determine the depth of the pocket needed for expansion and contraction (e.g. standard length vinyl siding is 1”) 
2. Determine the height necessary to accommodate the butt edge of the siding being installed (e.g. Monogram is ¾”). 
3. Set the table saw blade height to the necessary depth of the pocket plus 1/8”. 
4. Set the fence of your table saw to the height necessary to accommodate the butt edge of the siding.  Be sure to 

leave a minimum of ½” of material for the face of the J-pocket. 
5. Make one cut, keeping the trimboard against the fence of the saw. (diagram 1) 
6. Using a circular saw, set the blade depth to the height necessary to accommodate the butt edge of the siding. 
7. Lay the trimboard flat on a work bench or saw horses, then measure and mark the pocket depth along the entire 

trimboard.  Placing a trimboard of the same thickness parallel to the board you intend to cut will help to provide a 
stable surface for the circular saw to ride on. (diagram 2) 

8. Align the circular saw blade along the mark and make a cut the entire length of the corner. (NOTE: If either cut was 
not deep enough there may be a small amount of material to clean up on the inside edge of the corner. This can be 
removed easily with a wood chisel.) 

 
It is possible to use a router to make the J pockets and get the same results.  Problems may occur if the router base is 
too large to get close enough to your cut line. If this is the case, more than one pass through the material may have to 
be made. 

 

   Diagram 1      Diagram 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on Restoration Millwork application please refer to document code no. RM003, Restoration Millwork Exterior 

Trim Installation Guidelines 
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