
 
TECHNICAL BULLETIN 

 FASTENING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Fastener Choice 
Both nails and screws are acceptable for fastening Restoration Millwork.  Use stainless steel or hot dipped galvanized 
fasteners designed for use with wood trim and cladding.  For best results use fasteners with thin shanks, blunt points, 
and full rounded heads.  Finish nails (such as an 8d nail) are acceptable and will yield adequate holding power provided 
they penetrate at least 1 ½” through a flat, solid wood substrate into a framing member.  Avoid using brads, staples, 
ring-shank nails or fine-threaded wood screws, as they will not provide the holding power needed or an attractive, 
finished appearance. 
 
Pre-Drilling Holes 
Pre-drilling holes for fastening Restoration Millwork is not necessary unless working in unusually low temperatures (less 
than 40°F) or using large fasteners.   Always test on a small sample piece before proceeding.  
 
Fastener Depth and Spacing 
Fastener heads should be flush with the surface of the trim or slightly indented.  Nail no closer than ¾” from the edge 
of the trimboard. 

RECOMMENDED FASTENING SCHEDULE 

TRIMBOARD WIDTH FASTENERS PER FRAMING MEMBER 

Less than 6” 2 Fasteners 

6” to 12” 3 Fasteners 

Greater than 12” 4 Fasteners 

Sheets 16” On Center Horizontally, 4” On Center Vertically 

 
 
Pneumatic Nailers 
Standard pneumatic nailers work well for fastening Restoration Millwork trim.  One advantage to using pneumatic 
nailers is that the fastener heads are smaller, creating a more attractive finished appearance than hand-driven trim 
nails.  Set the pressure of the nailer between 70 and 100 psi, depending on the make and model of the gun, the type of 
fastener, the air temperature and the density of the substrate.  In-line pressure regulators will help maintain even 
pressure to the nail gun.  Prior to starting trim application check your guns nailing on a sample piece, adjusting the 
pressure up or down until optimal fastener depth is achieved.  Some nailers have a T-driver that produces a hole on the 
surface of the trim that is larger than the fastener.  If this is the case, you may want to adjust the pressure of the nailer 
to reduce the depth of the fastener and counter sink by hand. 
 
Fastening Recommendations for Smaller, Lighter Profiles 
Many of the Restoration Millwork profiles are narrower and lighter weight than trimboards, making it difficult or 
impossible to follow the recommended fastening schedule.  When applying smaller profile pieces (see list below), it is 
acceptable to use a shorter and/or thinner gauge fastener, such as a 4d finish nail, to apply the profiles.  Pre-drilling 
may be required.  Use of adhesives or glues is encourages to provide additional holding power. 
List of smaller profiles: Base Cap, #105 Quarter Round, #107 Quarter Round, Drip Cap, Shingle Mould, Bed Mould, 
Lattice, 356 Casing 
 
Touching Up Fastener Holes 
To touch up small holes in Restoration Millwork we highly recommend using Bond & Fill® TrimStick™.  Some sanding 
may be required once the product has set up; refer to the manufacturers instructions for more details.  Caulking or glue 
products designed for use with CPVC millwork can also be used to touch up holes, but may create less than desirable 
results. 
 

For more information on Restoration Millwork application please refer to document code no. RM003, Restoration Millwork Exterior Trim Installation Guidelines 
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