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ESORT IMPLEMENTS

PUG WELL GASING

|DAHO HYDROGEOLOGIC CONSULTING FIRM ENDORSES PUG WELL CASING FOR
Tamarack RESORT’S WATER SUPPLY WELL PROJECTS

BY JASON HATHAWAY

estled in the heart of Idaho's scenic Payette River

Mountains, Tamarack Resort is the first new four-

season destination resort to open in North America

in more than 20 years. Located in Donnelly, Idaho,
Tamarack Resort opened in 2004, and boasts an award-
winning golf course, world-class mountain biking, hiking,
and high-speed lift slding, along with a host of other out-
door adventures and amenities.

With so many exciting features, it often is easy to over-
look the underlying infrastructure and utilities that make
the resort run, such as Tamarack's water supply. Tamarack
Resort is located in Idaho's Valley County region, an area
with recent high growth in population and a strong de-
pendence on well water, due to the area’s dry climate. To
date, Tamarack Resort has had 10 wells drilled — a combi-
nation of exploratory wells and water supply wells.

Hydro Logic Inc., a hydrogeologic consulting firm in
Boiss, Idaho, has been the hydrogeologic advisor to
Tamarack Resort since the beginning of the Resort’s plan-
ning process in 2000, with respect to its ground water de-
velopment program. Ed Squires, president of Hydro Logic
Inc., has desigmed and inspected the constuction, devel-
opment and testing of more than 300 large-bore munici-
pal, commercial and irfgation supply wells throughout
Idaho, including five supply wells at Tamarack. Due to the
sub-surface conditions in Idaho, one consistent item on
Hydro Logic's well specification sheets is polyvinyl chlo-
ride (PVC) well casing — specifically Certa-Lok PVC well
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CERTA-LOK PUC WELL CASING 1S READY TO 60 ON THE JOBSITE.
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THE TAMARACK RESORT HAS HAD 10 WELLS DRILLED T0 DATE.

casing, manufactured by CertainTeed Corp. Beginning
in 2002, with Idaho's first large-bore municipal PVC well
for the City of Meridian, Scuires has designed 23 large
production water wells using PVC casing and, when con-
ditions allow, PVC pump column. Hydro Logic recently
completed a water well project for the City of Caldwell,
Idaho, using 17-inch PVC casing and a 100-HP submers-
ihle pumping plant on CertainTeed PVC drop pipe.

The ground warer used for municipal supply at
Tamarack Resort has a purity comparable to rain or moun-
tain spring water. Because of this quality, and the very
low concentrations of dissolved minerals in the Tamarack
ground water, it is classified as both “soft” and “aggres-
sive" water, as it tends to dissolve minerals, rather than
precipitate them The highly dilute ground water, which is
excellent drinking water cuality, also is corresive to steel
casing, which leads to shorter well life and staining/taste
problems from the iron dissolved from the casing. An ad-
ditional consideration in Valley County, where Tamarack
Resort is located, is the widespread ocourrence of iron bac-
teria in domestic water wells, Because Tamarack Resort's
ground water does not carry elevated concentrations of
inorganic iron, using a non-steel casing ensures that the
iron bacteria cannot proliferate because there is no iron in
the well construction materials to sustain them.

“Our firm is a strong propenent of PVC well casing be-
cause of the widespread corrosion we have cbserved in
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